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Tom Gile, Buffers and Soil Erosion Program Coordinator



Improve and protect Minnesota’s 
water and soil resources by working in 
partnership with local organizations 
and private landowners. 







Buffers: Existing Rules and Laws



Buffers Improve Water Quality



Photo Credit: Cannon River Watershed Partnership, 2008
Slide Credit MN DNR, 2015

Buffers Improve Water Quality



Drainage law sometimes requires 16.5 feet on public 
drainage ditches



50 Feet
Buffer

DNR Public
Waterway

Farmable
Shoreland

Shoreland Zoning Rules require a 50 foot buffer.

Slide Source:  MN DNR, 2015



Governor Dayton’s Buffer Initiative



2015 Buffer Legislation



2015 Buffer Legislation



Where are buffers required?

• 50 foot average for public waters (30’ min)

– As Identified on the Public Waters Inventory 

(2016 amendment)

• 16.5 foot minimum for chapter 103E Public 
Drainage Systems



Where are buffers NOT required?



Buffer Protection Map



Buffer Protection Map



Buffer Protection Map



When are buffers required?

Subdivision 3 States;



When are buffers required?



How will the program work?



How will the program work?



2015 Buffer Legislation

Is there financial assistance 
available for landowners? 

There are many programs at the 
local, state, and federal level 
that provide assistance for 
establishing buffers. 



One Rod (16.5’) Ditch Buffer 

Easement

Continuous CRP Buffer

•Buffer width minimum 30’, max 

120’

Reinvest in MN (RIM) Reserve 

Riparian Buffer Easement

•Buffer width minimum 50’ up to 

100’ (Flooded areas up to 350’, 

wildlife supplemental up to 200’.)

Slide Source: Faribault SWCD

Funding Sources and Buffer Widths



Credit: Robb Collett MN DNR- Phillip Gitter Farm
Slide Source: MN DNR 2015

Buffers can be enrolled in CRP or 
other conservation programs.



Buffers can be grazed or hayed.

Slide Source: MN DNR 2015



Buffers can be grazed or hayed.

Slide Source: MN DNR 2015



2015 Buffer Legislation

Alternative water quality 
practice, or combination of 
practices, may be used to 
sufficiently meet water 
quality goals.  In these 
instances, buffers may not be 
needed.



Exemptions

Will any general exemptions to the 50 foot buffer requirement 
be considered? 
Yes. The following areas would be exempt: 

 Land enrolled in the federal Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) 

 Public or private water access or recreational use areas 

 Areas covered by a road, building or other structures 



Credit: Cannon River Watershed Partnership, 2008
Slide Source: MN DNR 2015

Many farmers practice good conservation.  



2015 Buffer Law

For more information:

http://bwsr.state.mn.us/buffers/

http://bwsr.state.mn.us/buffers/


QUESTIONS???









Water Quality: Buffers
status update of the recently passed “Buffer Law.” What 
exactly does the language say? What are the plans for its 

implementation?

November 19, 2015

Rochester, MN

Tom Gile, Board Conservationist



Photo Credit: Cannon River Watershed Partnership, 2008
Slide Credit MN DNR, 2015
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Buffers Improve Water Quality


